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Neighborhood Watch Patrol program is re-starting! 
     After years without a leader, the SRCC's Neighborhood Watch Program is set to get back on track, and 

back on our streets! Neighbor Tom Groce has volunteered to step up as Public Safety Committee Chair, and 

will lead our efforts in getting patrols going again. APD requires that each volunteer be trained prior to 

participating in patrols, so we have arranged for a training to take place in our neighborhood: 

SRCC Neighborhood Watch Patrol Training 

Thursday, February 22, 2018 

Life In The City United Methodist Church, 205 E. Monroe St 

6:30pm to approximately 8:30pm 

     Training is being conducted by Veronica Saldate, from the Office of Community Liaison, APD. Patrols 

may be done in a vehicle, by bike, or on foot. The program emphasizes patrolling safely and avoiding direct 

confrontations. Suspicious activity is reported to 911. Volunteers interested in participating are asked to attend. 

Please contact Tom directly if you have any questions at tgroce71@gmail.com 

     Once again, we gather to cast votes for the South River 

City Citizens Officers and Area Coordinators who comprise 

our Executive Committee. This is the team that we as a  

neighborhood elect to represent us at City of Austin council 

meetings, board, and commission hearings. They will govern 

the association and work diligently on our behalf for the next 

year!  

     Our meeting will kick-off with our annual potluck meal at 

Life in the City United Methodist Church. Following our    

social gathering, we will elect our officers and confirm the       

re-election of our Area Coordinators. We have formed a 

nominating committee, which will follow Robert's Rules of Order for seeking qualified candidates for office, 

confirming their willingness to serve, and then reporting their findings and recommendations. Nominations 

will also be accepted from the floor. Anyone wishing to run for office is encouraged to contact any of the     

officers prior to the March 6th meeting (see back page for contact info). Please note that our meeting is on a 

TUESDAY, so make sure you mark your calendars, join your neighbors, make new friends, bring a favorite 

dish, and vote. Disposable dinnerware will be provided, but feel free to bring your own reusable plates, uten-

sils and cups. Children are welcome! 

     ELECTION NOTE: Feb. 7 was the deadline to become a new member and vote at the general membership 

meeting, but if your membership has not lapsed more than two years, you can pay your dues at the meeting 

and vote. Of course, we encourage your membership in the neighborhood association at any time. Please come 

to the potluck dinner in any event to meet your neighbors! 

Your Candidates 
President: Seeking Candidate 

 

Vice President: Dan Fredine 
 

Treasurer: Oliver Caruso 
 

Secretary: Mary Friedman 

ANNUAL SRCC 

POTLUCK & ELECTION 
Tuesday, March 6, 2018 

Potluck 6pm, Elections 7:30pm 

Life in the City Methodist Church (formerly Grace UMC) 205 East Monroe  
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Auto Theft Prevention 
     Auto theft and burglary is rampant in the United States. In Austin alone, 4,338 vehicles were stolen, and 

8,635 were burglarized in 2016. There is often little evidence that can lead to an arrest, and the vehicle owners 

incur all fees related to the towing and storing their recovered vehicles. Having your vehicle stolen or burgled 

is certainly not a situation you want to find yourself in.  

     The top four most commonly stolen vehicles in Austin are Ford, Chevy, and GMC pickups, and Honda Ac-

cords. Stolen vehicles are often used in the commission of other crimes such as robberies, drug buys, and even 

terrorism. Nationwide, 97% of car thieves were charged with additional crimes, and 48% of bank robberies 

involved a stolen vehicle. The good news is that auto theft and auto burglary are largely preventable. More 

than half of stolen vehicles were left unlocked. Simply locking your door is a significant step towards prevent-

ing auto theft and burglary.  

 Keeping valuables out of sight—keep them locked in the trunk or take them out of the car completely.  

 Never leave your car running unattended—not even for a minute. Not only is it an invitation for thieves, 

it’s against the law too. You can be fined up to $200 dollars for leaving the key in the ignition of your unat-

tended vehicle. 

 Invest in an alarm system—vehicle tracking, alarm systems, and sensors that detect motion tampering or 

glass breakage can both deter theft and help track your car if it’s stolen.  

 Engraving your Vehicle Identification Number (VIN)—on your car windows, major parts and expen-

sive accessories make your car less desirable to thieves who want to sell it for parts. Austin Police Depart-

ment offers this service for free and some insurance companies offer discounts to clients who get their VIN 

etched.   

 This information was provided by the Austin Police Department’s Auto Theft Unit. For more information on 

auto theft prevention visit http://www.austintexas.gov/department/auto-theft 

Pipeline Problems in St. Edward’s/Sherwood Oaks 
     In mid-2017, work began at the south end of East Side Dr. on the 

St. Edwards University property where there was an underground 

high pressure natural gas pipeline. The pipeline has been there for at 

least half a century and runs along the Blunn Creek Preserve and 

through the center of the campus. The recent construction left a small 

section of the pipeline protruding above ground and the site was 

marked as a location where the pipeline had a vent. 

     The original contractors appeared to be working with Texas Gas 

Service. When school started in August, the project appeared to be 

completed, but during September, work at the site resumed with   

multiple private contractors excavating and installing a network of 

pipes and valves and other apparatus above ground. It appears the new construction joins multiple natural gas 

pipelines in one place. This type of work is not regulated by the City of Austin. There are no permits issued by 

the city, and there are no protections for Blunn Creek. Until last week, there was no ground cover or fencing to 

prevent soil from running off when it rained. Since this is a gas pipeline, the Texas Railroad Commission has      

oversight, and it is not subject to city environmental regulations. 

     After construction, to ensure there are no leaks, contractors inspect the welding on the pipes. Typically, this 

means that the pipe is wrapped with photographic film and a highly intense radioactive source is put inside the 

pipe, so flaws in the welds can be detected. This is essentially taking an x-ray of the pipe. The radioactive 

source is then removed and taken away. St. Edwards University gave no notice of this radioactive testing work 

to neighbors who live within 60 feet of this site, or SRCC. Neighbors have been seeking answers from Texas 

Gas Service and the Texas Railroad Commission. In 2012 an explosion caused by a natural gas leak killed the 

owner of a North Austin house. In the 1960’s two workers died from a gas leak at the site on St. Edwards Dr. 

For more photos, please visit www.srccatx.org/2017/11/27/pipeline-problems-at-st-edwards-sherwood-oaks-

neighborhood/  

—Elloa Mathews, Area 5 C0-Coordinator 
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St. Ed’s Drive Traffic Mitigation 

Intersection Improvements at S. Congress Ave. and Oltorf St. 
     As part of the 2016 Austin Mobility Bond, the Austin Transportation Department is scheduled to begin im-

provements at the intersection of South Congress and Oltorf. The goal of the improvements is to reduce colli-

sions, and enhance bicycle/pedestrian visibility and safety. Construction is anticipated to begin in January 

2018 and is expected to be complete by Summer 2018, weather and other circumstances permitting. Proposed 

improvements include: 

 Raised medians on Congress Avenue, north and south of the intersection 

 Reconstructing commercial driveways along Congress to reduce vehicle/pedestrian conflicts 

 Addition of a shared use path on Congress with defined space for bikes and pedestrians 

 Installation of high-visibility cross-walks and ADA ramps 

 Installation of more robust bicycle lanes where the shared use path terminates 

     In addition, the City of Austin is developing a Corridor Mobility Plan for South Congress Avenue that will 

include recommendations to improve mobility, safety and connectivity for everyone—whether you drive, 

walk, bike, or take transit.        

     Beginning in February, the city will be collecting input on how the community uses S.Congress Ave, and 

areas of concern. A public open house will be at Fulmore Midde School (201 E. Mary St.) on Tuesday,  Feb. 

27, 2018 from 5 to 8 p.m. Drop in any time. For more information and to fill out a brief online survey, please 

visit www.AustinTexas.gov/SouthCongress. You can also contact Mandy McClendon, Public Information Spe-

cialist Sr., at 512-974-7899 or Corridors@AustinTexas.gov with questions. 

     At the December 4th SRCC General Membership 

Meeting, staff from the Austin Transportation       

Department presented plans for the proposed traffic 

calming measures (now known as Local Area Traffic 

Management or LATM) on St. Edwards Drive      

between IH-35 and Carnarvon Lane. Anna Martin, 

P.E. and Mario Porras, E.I.T. discussed the history of 

the request for traffic calming, the speed studies that 

were performed, and the results of the studies that 

indicated the need for traffic calming. Plans for St. 

Edward’s Drive have been in the works for many 

years, and have been postponed repeatedly. 

     Next, staff discussed the evolution of the City’s 

LATM program. The most effective approach to   

reducing speed, according to staff, is installation of 

rubber speed cushions. The rubber cushions replace 

the asphalt humps, and are also more effective than 

signs, road striping, and chicanes/concrete curb  

“bulb-outs”. The proposed plan in Area 5 consists of 

3 sets of speed cushions from IH-35 to Eastside 

Drive. From Eastside Drive to Carnarvon, the plan 

switches to “refuge islands,” which are intermittent 

medians in the middle of the road, coupled with    

pedestrian crossing lanes/signs to both reduce traffic 

speed, and provide safe crossing of St. Edwards 

Drive for pedestrians. 

     Several neighbors who signed the petition        

supporting traffic calming on St. Edwards Dr. are 

changing their vote to DO NOT SUPPORT. The   

reasoning is that the proposed speed humps were  

approved in Sept. 2014, which was prior to the city 

granting a Right of Way variance in Jan. 2016 which 

allowed 18-wheeler trucks to make deliveries to the 

St. Edwards Operations Building at the dead end of 

St. Edwards Dr. Other factors in the change of      

support to non-support include the future relocation 

of the southbound IH35 on-ramp to a location north 

of where St. Edwards Dr. intersects with the access 

road, which will likely reduce traffic along St.       

Edwards Dr., and the fact that the data that ATD is 

using, both for traffic count and for accidents, is 4-5 

years old and too out of date to be relied upon. 

Neighbors would like a new traffic count done after 

the ramp is moved. 

     ATD staff requested input from SRCC and       

adjacent neighbors in order to meet a timeline for the 

initial phase of installation sometime in late January 

or February. The Mobility Committee said that they 

would work with the Area 5 Coordinators and St. Eds 

Coordinator to organize affected neighbors and     

provide feedback to City ATD staff. In subsequent 

conversations, ADT staff claimed that they had all 

the feedback they wanted/needed and were going 

ahead with their plans. Neighbors are against        

proceeding with any plans for traffic mitigation until 

ATD has a meeting with the nearby neighbors onsite 

to discuss their concerns, at least, and ideally until 

after a new traffic study is done (post-IH-35         

construction). Please check the SRCC website for 

updates on the situation. 

—Mike Kelly, SRCC Mobility Chair, 

and Neal Nuwash, Area 5 Co-Coordinator 



 4 

Area Coordinators 

Area 1  Claudette Lowe                          512-447-1514 

Area 1  Marylin Orton                             512-440-7770 

Area 1  Lee Schneider                             451-250-5936 

Area 2  Russell Fraser                             512-771-9736 

Area 2  Eugene Kubelka                         512-441-9262            

Area 3a  Jo Webber                                 512-441-3117 

Area 3a  Sara Newsom                            512-444-8292 

Area 3b  Brooks Kasson                          512-444-8100 

Area 3b  Marc Davis                               512-656-2841 

Area 4a  Sam Martin                               512-441-5222 

Area 4a                                         —Volunteer Needed! 

Area 4b  Kris Asthalter                           512-443-4963 

Area 5  Neal Nuwash                              512-462-9093 

Area 5  Elloa Mathews                            512-442-6986 

Area 6  Rachel McClure                          512-326-5572 

Area 6  Laura Gass Weaver 

gassweaver@sbcglobal.net 

Area 7  Jackie Hatfield       jackie.hatfield@gmail.com 

Area 7 Sounthaly Outhavong 

outhavong@hotmail.com 

Area 8  Kim Lanzillotti                           512-658-8565 

Area 8   Vicky Moerbe                            512-442-5678 

Ad Hoc Committees 

Norwood House  

Wolf Sitler                                               512-447-2150 

CodeNEXT 

Tom Fitzpatrick                              fitz@prismnet.com 

 

Standing Committees 

Planning & Zoning 

Russell Fraser (Chair)     russell_fraser@msn.com 

Jean Mather                                              

Kent Anschutz                         

Marc Davis 

David Swann 

Historic Preservation 

Michele Webre (Chair)                     512-422-1262 

Angela Reed 

Melanie Martinez 

Ian Reddy 

Bob Gee 

Finance 

Sam Martin (Chair)                          512-441-5222 

Will Andrews 

Mobility 

Mike Kelly (Chair)              txcheeser@gmail.com 

Mike Sledge 

Jeff Kessel 

Public Safety                           

Tom Groce (Chair)                   tgroce@gmail.com 

Parks & Environment 

David Todd (Chair)                          512-416-0400 

Schools  

Gretchen Otto                                    512-227-1507 

Communications Chair          —Volunteer Needed! 

Newsletter                              —Volunteer Needed! 

Representatives 

Austin Neighborhood Council 

James Bilodeau                          ancrep@srccatx.org 

City District 3 

Kim Lanzilloti                                     512-658-8565 

City District 9 

James Bilodeau                          ancrep@srccatx.org 

East Riverside (EROC) 

Toni House                                          512-447-8090 

Greater South River City NPCT (GSRC) 

Elloa Mathews                                     512-442-6986 

South Central Coalition 

Elloa Mathews                                     512-442-6986 

South Central Waterfront 

Wendy Todd (Chair) wendypricetodd@gmail.com 

St. Edward’s 

Elloa Mathews                                     512-442-6986 

Travis Heights Art Trail 

Charlotte Bell                                      512-447-2150 

Travis Park Apt/Austin Interfaith 

Terry Franz                                          512-447-8786 

 

1st Monday every month at 7:15pm at Life in the City United Methodist Church, 205 E. Monroe 

We thank all our officers, area coordinators, committees, and representatives for their dedication to our 

community! Call your area coordinator for SRCC questions, volunteer opportunities, or to help  

deliver newsletters. 

S M SRCC Meetings 

Become a member and be eligible to vote! Join or renew online (www.srccatx.org) or 

at meetings. To pay via PayPal, go to www.srccatx.org/membership-dues/. You can 

also send a check made payable to SRCC, along with this completed form to: 

SRCC, Attention: Treasurer, P.O. Box 40632, Austin, TX. 78704. 

Notes—For Family memberships, please provide the names of each family member 

(adults residing at the same address). When paying via PayPal, you can include the 

names of family members in the Instructions to Merchant or Shipping Details areas. 

Dues and contributions are not tax-deductible. If dues lapse, renew at a SRCC meeting 

and be eligible to vote. New members can vote after 28 days. 

 Membership 

Levels 

 

No. of Years Individual Family 

1 $20 $35 

2 $35 $65 

3 $50 $95 

Number of Years (circle one):  

1            2            3 

Membership (circle one): 

Individual          Family 

Membership Fee Due:  $ 

   Addt’l Donation to  

SRCC General Fund:  $ 

TOTAL:  $ 

Date: 

Name (s): 

 

Address: 

 

SRCC Area (See Map): 

Phone (s): 

 

Email (s): 

Secretary—Mary Friedman, secretary@srccatx.org  

Membership Secretary—Carol Martin, membership@srccatx.org 

Vice President—Dan Fredine, vicepresident@srccatx.org 

Treasurer—Nancy Byrd, treasurer@srccatx.org 

SRCC Officers 

President—Gretchen Otto, president@srccatx.org 


